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Applying for benefits under the Criminal Law 
Rehabilitation Act and Prisoner Assistance Act 
(GDR Unrecht)
Would you like to apply for benefits under the Criminal Rehabilitation Act and Prisoner 
Assistance Act?

Competent Department

Amt für Versorgung und Integration Bremen

Basic information

Anyone who was sentenced to imprisonment in the former GDR in violation of the rule of 
law and suffered damage to their health as a result of the imprisonment receives care. 
Care is also available to anyone who has suffered damage to his or her health as a result 
of a sovereign measure taken by an official authority of the former GDR, if this measure is 
incompatible with fundamental principles of a free legal system.

Requirements

Benefits under the Prisoner Assistance Act are paid to persons who have been taken into 
custody in the former Soviet occupation zone or the former Soviet sector of Berlin or in the 
German territories for political reasons and reasons for which they are not responsible 
according to the free democratic view, and who have suffered damage to their health in the 
process.

Procedure

Legal bases

Gesetz über Hilfsmaßnahmen für Personen, die aus politischen Gründen außerhalb 
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland in Gewahrsam genommen wurden

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.336239.de
http://bundesrecht.juris.de/hhg/
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