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Marriage in case of life-threatening illness 
(emergency marriage)
My partner has a life-threatening illness - can we still get married?

Competent Department

Standesamt Bremen-Mitte
Standesamt Bremen-Nord

Basic information

In the case of an acute life-threatening illness, a civil marriage can, under certain 
conditions, be performed at very short notice with little formal effort, regardless of opening 
hours, even outside the registry office, for example in a hospital or at home.

Requirements

An emergency marriage ceremony can be performed if  

there is an acute life-threatening illness,
the current state of health cannot be postponed,
the ill person is legally capable and aware of the importance of a marriage, and
it can be credibly shown that there are no obstacles to the marriage ceremony.

What documents do I need?

In principle, all documents necessary for the registration of the marriage must be 
submitted.  

However, please contact us immediately in any case. The registry office decides on a 
case-by-case basis which documents are required immediately or can be submitted 
later and whether it is possible for the registry office to obtain them more quickly.

In order to prove the necessity of an emergency marriage, you will in any case need a 
current medical certificate stating that

the marriage cannot be postponed due to the life-threatening illness, and
the ill person is fully capable of business and sane, if necessary, despite 
appropriate medication (the ill person must be able to be aware of the importance 
of entering into a marriage).

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.335132.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.98965.de
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Procedure

In the case of an acute life-threatening illness, a civil marriage can, under certain 
conditions, be performed at very short notice with little formal effort, regardless of opening 
hours, even outside the registry office, for example in a hospital or at home.

We are responsible if the wedding location is within our city limits. However, the 
registration of your marriage must still take place at the registry office of your place of 
residence.

Legal bases

§ 13 Abs. 3 Personenstandsgesetz (PStG)

What deadlines must be paid attention to?

None

How long does it take to process

Possible immediately if the requirements are met

What are the costs?

57,00 EUR Examination of the prerequisites for marriage if only German law is to be 
observed. 
96,00 EUR Examination of the prerequisites for marriage if foreign law is also to be 
observed. 
143,00 EUR Examination of the prerequisites for marriage, if foreign law is also to be 
observed and an application for exemption from the provision of the certificate of 
marriageability is to be submitted. 
15,00 EUR Marriage certificate 
Each additional identical certificate issued at the same time: 8 euros 
15,00 EUR International marriage certificate 
Each additional identical certificate issued at the same time: 8 euros 
36,00 EUR Taking an affirmation in lieu of oath. 
In addition, expenses such as cab fares are to be reimbursed.

A fee invoice will be issued for the fees after the emergency marriage ceremony, which you 
can then pay by bank transfer.

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/pstg/__13.html#:~:text=(3)%20Soll%20die%20Ehe%20wegen,Eheschlie%C3%9Fung%20nicht%20aufgeschoben%20werden%20kann.
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