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Deregistration from religious education
As a parent or guardian, you may decide that your child should not attend religious 
education classes at school.

Competent Department

Die Senatorin für Kinder und Bildung | Referat 21 - Gestalterische Aufgaben der 
allgemeinbildenden Schulen und der Lehrerbildung

Basic information

In religious education at school, pupils should be given a basic knowledge of religions, be 
able to understand and assess the relevance of religions to life, and be encouraged to 
perceive and acknowledge the religious beliefs of others. This objective applies to all 
children and young people, regardless of their religious or ideological background.

As the parent or guardian, you can decide whether or not your child should participate in 
religious instruction. If you do not want your child to take part in religious education, you 
have the option of withdrawing your child or children from the subject of religion at the 
school. After reaching religious maturity (age 14 and older), students decide for 
themselves whether or not to participate in religious education classes.

If elementary school students are deregistered from religion classes, they will attend 
classes in a parallel class instead. Pupils in the lower secondary school receive alternative 
lessons in philosophy instead of religious education.

To deregister from religious education classes, please contact the respective school. The 
deregistration can be made informally.

You can find the contact details of the relevant school in the Bremen Authority Finder 
under the link https://www.service.bremen.de/behoerden-1467.

Procedure

Parents/guardians / students of religious age should contact the respective school. The 
deregistration from religious education is informal.  

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.1840831.de
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The contact details of the relevant school can be found in the Bremen Authority Finder 
under the link https://www.service.bremen.de/behoerden-1467.

Legal bases

Art. 32 Landesverfassung der Freien Hansestadt Bremen
§ 7 Bremisches Schulgesetz
Bildungsplan Religion

More information

Our advice and wish: As parents and guardians, take the opportunity to discuss this 
subject with your children and the teachers.

https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/landesverfassung-der-freien-hansestadt-bremen-in-der-fassung-der-bekanntmachung-vom-12-august-2019-189922?asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d#jlr-VerfBR2019pArt32
https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/bremisches-schulgesetz-bremschulg-in-der-fassung-der-bekanntmachung-vom-28-juni-2005-175324?asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d#jlr-SchulGBRV9P7
https://www.lis.bremen.de/schulqualitaet/curriculumentwicklung/bildungsplaene-15219
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