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Apply for admission to the legal preparatory 
service
You have passed your first state examination and would like to apply for admission to the 
legal preparatory service? You can find out more about it here.

Competent Department

Hanseatisches Oberlandesgericht in Bremen I Referendarabteilung

Basic information

Once you have passed the first law examination, you can start the legal preparatory 
service. The aim of the legal preparatory service is to gain practical legal experience in 
four mandatory stations and one elective station.

The preparatory service generally lasts two years on a full-time basis.

It ends with the second legal examination.

During the preparatory service, you will be a legal trainee in a training relationship under 
public law.

Requirements

You have passed the first law exam.

What documents do I need?

Declaration of possession of German citizenship
Photo

Procedure

If you would like to start the legal preparatory service, you must first apply for it. 
Recruitment takes place in April and October.  

Submit the application together with all the necessary documents to the relevant 
office.
Be sure to meet the deadline. All documents required for the application, in particular 
the certificate confirming that you have passed the first state law examination, must be 

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.1963295.de
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received by the Hanseatic Higher Regional Court in Bremen no later than six weeks 
before the respective hiring date (Section 2 of the Ordinance on the Selection 
Procedure and the Allocation of Training Places for the Legal Preparatory Service of 
the State of Bremen).
You will be made an offer for a legal clerkship. You must accept this offer within a 
certain period of time. Otherwise, this position will be awarded again.

Legal bases

§ 5 DRiG, 5b (6) DRiG
Bremisches Gesetz über die Juristenausbildung und die erste juristische Prüfung 
(JAPG) vom 28.02.2023 (BremGBl. Nr.23, 2023, Bl. 132 ff. vom 16.03.2023)

What deadlines must be paid attention to?

Hiring takes place on April 1 and October 1 of each year. Your application must be 
complete with all documents at least 6 weeks before the start date.

How long does it take to process

Immediately after the application deadline, you will be informed in writing about the 
success of your application.

What are the costs?

None

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/drig/__5b.html
https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/bremisches-gesetz-ueber-die-juristenausbildung-und-die-erste-juristische-pruefung-japg-vom-28-februar-2023-189853?asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d
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