x Freie
¢ Hansestadt
Bremen

Request exemption/exceptions from compulsory
education

Under certain circumstances, a student's compulsory school attendance at a general/
vocational school in the state of Bremen can be suspended or the student can be
exempted from compulsory school attendance. An application must be submitted for this
purpose.

Competent Department

» Die Senatorin fiur Kinder und Bildung | Referat 22 - Ministerielle und schulbetriebliche
Aufgaben, Berufsbildende Schulen

» Die Senatorin fiur Kinder und Bildung | Referat 24 - Schulbetrieb, Schulentwicklung,
Beratung und Aufsicht —Allgemeinbildende Schulen—

Basic information
In Bremen, pupils are obliged to attend school for 12 years.

However, compulsory schooling can also end prematurely if at least one year of vocational
training has been successfully completed. Compulsory schooling ends at the latest at the
end of the school year in which the 18th birthday is reached. This means that if a student
turns 18 in the current school year, he or she is obliged to attend school until the end of the
current school year.

When can | apply for suspension of compulsory education (8 56 BremSchulG)?

When attending a recognized supplementary school

When participating in the Federal Volunteer Service

When patrticipating in a voluntary social or ecological year

If attendance at school endangers the care of the child of the person subject to
compulsory school attendance.

hrwpPE

Note: Suspension of compulsory school attendance due to a ban on employment under
the Maternity Protection Act does not have to be applied for, but only reported to the school
accordingly with a doctor's certificate and birth certificate.

In special exceptional cases, an exemption from compulsory school attendance (8 57
BremSchulG) can be applied for.

Who makes the application and where does it have to be made?
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https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.1840779.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.1948786.de

For students who are not of age, the application must be submitted by the legal guardians/
guardians to the Senator for Children and Education. Pupils who have reached the age of
majority can submit the application themselves.

What proof is required?
For items 1-3, only a certificate from the "Trager" is required.

For point 4, it must be proven that care for the child is not guaranteed if the student would
attend school. It must be proven that even outside care, e.g. by family members, a créche
or a childminder, is not possible, or that the child's development would be endangered as a
result. In the case of applications for suspension of compulsory schooling in special
exceptional cases, appropriate proof must be submitted.

Does the time count towards the duration of compulsory schooling?

The time during which compulsory education is suspended is counted towards the duration
of compulsory education. The voluntary social/ecological year and the federal voluntary
service will not be counted upon the student's request.

Important Notice:

If the reason for exemption from compulsory schooling ceases to apply, compulsory
schooling immediately revives, unless it has already been fulfilled at that time. The student
must immediately register for an educational program at a school. You can obtain the
relevant information and advice from the Central Advisory Service for Vocational Education
and Training (ZBB) at the Youth Employment Agency.

Requirements

* When attending a recognized supplementary school.

* When participating in the Federal VVolunteer Service.

» When participating in a voluntary social or ecological year.

« If the care of the child of the person subject to compulsory school attendance is
endangered.
A suspension of compulsory school attendance due to the prohibition of employment
according to the Maternity Protection Act does not have to be applied for, but only
reported to the school accordingly with a certificate from the doctor and a birth
certificate. In exceptional cases, an exemption from compulsory school attendance (8
57 BremSchulG) can be applied for.

What documents do | need?

» Request for suspension of compulsory education
» Evidence for the reason for rest
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Procedure

Application by students

For students who are not of age, the application must be submitted to the Senator for
Children and Education by the parent/guardian.

Students who have reached the age of majority can submit the application themselves.
Proof of the reason for resting must be submitted.

After successful examination, a certificate of suspension of compulsory education will be
issued.

Legal bases

e 88 56 und 57 Bremisches Schulgesetz (BremSchulG)

How long does it take to process

2 weeks In case of incompletely submitted documents, the duration of the procedure may
be delayed
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https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/bremisches-schulgesetz-bremschulg-in-der-fassung-der-bekanntmachung-vom-28-juni-2005-175324?asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d
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