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Reduction of the dog tax

We offer an online form because of the current corona 
virus, with which you can communicate with us safely 
and reliably. 
It only offers the most important functions.

to the simplified online form

You would like to apply for a tax reduction?

Competent Department

Landeshauptkasse Bremen 
Finanzkasse und Vollstreckungsstelle
Finanzamt Bremen

Contact Person

Hundesteuerstelle

Hundesteuerstelle

+49 421 36190909 
E-mail 

 

Basic information

On application, a tax reduction may be granted for certain dogs (e.g. kennel dogs, 
assistance dogs and guard dogs). The reduction amounts to a maximum of 50 percent of 
the dog tax.

Requirements

Tax reduction for certain dogs (e.g. kennel dogs, assistance dogs and guard dogs). See 
FAQ`s.

https://www.service.bremen.de/sixcms/detail.php?gsid=bremen128.c.21981.en&template=00_html_to_pdf_d&formpage=1
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.323115.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.129860.de
tel:+4942136190909
mailto:gemeindeabgaben@fa-hb.bremen.de
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Procedure

Those on low incomes may be eligible for a waiver. See service description "Dog Tax 
Waiver".

Legal bases

Hundesteuergesetz in der Fassung vom 17. Dezember 1984

How long does it take to process

3 weeks

Frequently asked Questions

What is a dog tax reduction?

A reduction of the dog tax is a reduction to half of the assessed dog tax. The reduction 
is only granted upon application by the dog owner. All reduction circumstances are 
listed conclusively in the dog tax law Bremen. The tax office will require the 
completion of certain questionnaires. In Bremerhaven, a different local law applies and 
therefore other reduction facts.

How is a discount granted for a protection dog?

If a dog is kept as a protection dog, a test certificate from a recognized professional 
association must be submitted to the tax office.

How is a discount granted for a guard dog?

Dogs required to guard buildings that are located more than 100 meters from the 
nearest inhabited building, measured from building entrance to building entrance on 
accessible routes, and that contain only one dwelling or are unoccupied, receive a 
reduction. The same applies to dogs used for guarding agricultural homesteads or 
required by licensed companies in the guarding trade or by licensed individual guards 
for the performance of guard duty.

What is a kennel tax?

The kennel tax is calculated only for dog breeders. In this case, two dogs are 
assessed. Dog breeders must keep two purebred dogs of the same breed, including 
at least one bitch, for breeding purposes. The kennel, breeding stock and dogs bred 
must be registered in a stud book maintained by a dog breeders association. Dogs 

http://transparenz.bremen.de/sixcms/detail.php?gsid=bremen2014_tp.c.67725.de&asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d
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that are kept but belong to a different breed and do not meet the requirements for 
kennel status are fully taxable. The further requirements can be found in the "Leaflet 
on kennel tax".
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