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Apply for state recognition as an elementary 
school teacher from abroad
Would you like to apply for recognition of your foreign qualification as an elementary 
educator or childhood educator? Then contact the Senatorial Authority for Children and 
Education - Department 31 - for a consultation.

Competent Department

Die Senatorin für Kinder und Bildung | Referat 31 - Qualifizierung, Gewinnung und 
Sicherung sozialpädagogischer Fachkräfte

Basic information

The profession of early childhood educator is regulated in Germany. This means that you 
must have a specific qualification in order to work in the profession. If you have a foreign 
professional qualification as an elementary pedagogue or childhood educator, you can 
work in this profession in your chosen federal state under certain conditions.

profession in the chosen federal state. To do this, you must submit an application with all 
the necessary documents to the Senatorial Authority for Children and Education - 
Department 31.

In the recognition procedure, the office compares your professional qualification from 
abroad with the professional qualification in the selected federal state and issues an 
equivalence assessment. You will receive feedback after your application has been 
reviewed. If your professional qualification is equivalent and you meet the other 
requirements, you will receive state recognition. You may then use the professional title 
"state-recognized elementary teacher" or "state-recognized elementary teacher".

If you do not have the professional qualifications required for recognition, the essential 
differences will be listed in the notification. You can then take a compensatory measure.

Please note that in the federal state of Bremen, equivalence is only possible with the 
qualification "state-recognized elementary teacher" or "state-recognized elementary 
teacher".

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.502131.de


Seite 2 von 3

•
•

•

•
•

•
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦

◦

◦

Requirements

Equivalence of your professional qualification
You must be authorized to practice the profession in the country in which you trained.

You must also meet the other requirements for state recognition. These are usually  

Personal suitability: you are reliable to work as a childhood educator and have no 
criminal record.
Health suitability: You are mentally and physically able to work in the profession.
You have German language skills at the required language level C1.

What documents do I need?

Documents required for recognition as an elementary teacher  
Application form
Curriculum vitae
Proof of identity (identity card or passport)
Proof of your professional qualification
Proof of training
Proof of professional experience as an elementary school teacher
Proof of other qualifications
Certificate that the profession may be practiced in the country of training
Information on applications for recognition that have already been submitted. 
Then state the body to which you have submitted the application.

You usually submit these documents later. The competent authority will inform you 
when you should submit the documents:  

Proof of your personal suitability: for example, criminal record extract or certificate 
of good conduct
Proof of your German language skills: Language certificate C1

If your documents are not in German, you must submit German translations of your 
documents. The translations must be made by translators who are publicly appointed 
or authorized.

Procedure

You can submit the application to the competent state authority. You must submit all the 
necessary documents in the form of copies to the competent authority.

The competent authority will then check: Is your professional qualification equivalent to the 
professional qualification in your federal state? For example, the content of the training 
and the duration of the training are important for the comparison. The competent body will 
also take into account your professional experience, other certificates of competence and 
qualifications.
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The competent body then checks the other requirements. If your professional qualification 
is equivalent and you meet all other requirements, you will receive state recognition. You 
may then use the professional title "state-recognized childhood educator" or "state- 
recognized childhood educator".

If the competent authority is unable to determine equivalence, you will receive a 
notification with an explanation of the significant differences. In order to compensate for 
significant differences, you can take a compensation measure.

If you successfully complete the compensation measure and meet the other requirements, 
you will receive state recognition.

Legal bases

Bremisches Berufsqualifikationsfeststellungsgesetz (BremBQFG)
Verordnung zur staatlichen Anerkennung als Elementarpädagogin oder 
Elementarpädagoge (Bachelor of Arts)

More information

The application must be denied if the applicant has been convicted of an intentional 
criminal offense and this results in unsuitability to practice the profession. State recognition 
must be revoked if the reason for refusal arises subsequently. State recognition must be 
withdrawn if it subsequently becomes known that the requirements for granting it were not 
met.

What deadlines must be paid attention to?

There is no deadline.

How long does it take to process

Not specified.

What are the costs?

Not specified.

https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/bremisches-gesetz-ueber-die-feststellung-der-gleichwertigkeit-auslaendischer-berufsqualifikationen-bremisches-berufsqualifikationsfeststellungsgesetz-brembqfg-vom-28-januar-2014-159933?asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d
https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/verordnung-zur-staatlichen-anerkennung-als-elementarpaedagogin-oder-elementarpaedagoge-bachelor-of-arts-vom-9-september-2010-157846
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