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Receive and review the rent index
If you would like information on the local comparative rent in your area, you can find out 
about this in the rent index.

Competent Department

Die Senatorin für Bau, Mobilität und Stadtentwicklung
BAB – Die Förderbank | Wohnraumförderung und Umweltschutz | Mietspiegel

Basic information

A rent index gives you an overview of the rents of comparable apartments in the city or 
municipality. It contains clues,  

whether a rent increase by the landlord is justified,
whether the rent is permissible for re-letting if the apartment is located in an area in 
which the regulations of the so-called rent brake apply,
whether the rent is generally reasonable if it is outside the scope of the so-called rent 
control.

The German Civil Code and the Rent Index Ordinance distinguish between simple rent 
indices and qualified rent indices. The qualified rent index is prepared according to 
recognized scientific principles and is recognized by the municipality or by interest groups 
representing the landlord and tenant. In the event of a dispute, a qualified rent index has 
greater probative value than a simple one.

The rent index shows the monthly average net cold local comparative rent in euros per 
square meter. This is based on the net cold rents that have been newly agreed or changed 
in the last 6 years. This comparative rent can be higher or lower for each individual 
apartment. The criteria for this are listed in the rent index.

Decisive factors can be, for example  

Apartment size
age of building
residential location
Energy modernization status and
equipment of the apartment, e.g. central heating, indoor toilet, parquet flooring.

The local comparative rent may differ from the current market rent.

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.338077.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.2298494.de
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Municipalities, cities or interest groups representing landlords and tenants jointly draw up 
rent indices. Tenants' associations and home and landowners' associations are examples 
of interest groups. Cities or municipalities with more than 50,000 inhabitants are legally 
obliged to draw up a rent index.

Simple rent indexes should generally be adjusted to market developments and published 
every two years. In the case of qualified rent indexes, such an update is mandatory every 
two years.

Requirements

As a rule, rent indexes can be viewed without any further requirements.

Procedure

The Bremen rent index was published on 01.01.2024.

The rent index can be downloaded as a PDF file after accessing the website.

The rent index calculator can also be used on the website to calculate the individual local 
comparative rent.

The rent index can be ordered in printed form from BAB - Die Förderbank für Bremen und 
Bremerhaven.

Legal bases

Verordnung über den Inhalt und das Verfahren zur Erstellung und zur Anpassung von 
Mietspiegeln sowie zur Konkretisierung der Grundsätze für qualifizierte Mietspiegel 
(Mietspiegelverordnung - MsV)

More information

Inquire in the city or municipality in which the apartment in question is located whether a 
current rent index is available.

What deadlines must be paid attention to?

None

How long does it take to process

Not specified.

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/msv/BJNR477900021.html
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What are the costs?

gebührenfrei
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