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Disposal of biowaste
Since 01.01.2015 biowaste has to be collected separately (§ 11 of the Closed Substance 
Cycle and Waste Management Act).

Organic waste, such as organic kitchen waste, can be collected in the organic waste bin or 
handed in free of charge at all recycling stations.

The use of the organic waste bin is voluntary. The size of the organic waste bin depends 
on the volume of the residual waste bin. There is no obligation to use an organic waste bin 
in Bremen.

Competent Department

Die Bremer Stadtreinigung

Basic information

Ecologically and also legally, biowaste has no place in residual waste, because biowaste is 
a material. The people of Bremen have three ways to deal with their bio-waste:  

to use an organic waste bin
to compost biowaste yourself
Take biowaste to a recycling station

The use of the organic waste bin is financed through the waste charge and does not 
involve any additional costs. The size of the bio bin depends on the volume of the residual 
waste bin. The organic waste bin is emptied every 14 days. The dates can be found in the 
Bremen waste calendar. Please place the bin in the street on the day before collection at 
the earliest from 18:00 hrs, but no later than 07:00 hrs on the day of collection.

If you have space in the garden, you can make compost yourself. The organic substances 
and nutrients are thus kept directly in the cycle. Practical tips for this are offered by 
environmental associations and also the Bremen consumer advice centre.

For those who do not want to use organic waste bins or self-composting, Bremen offers to 
accept organic waste at the recycling stations. This service is financed by the waste fee 
and can be used without further costs.

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen02.c.1600891.de
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Requirements

The property is connected to the municipal waste disposal system, i.e. a performance fee 
is paid for at least one residual waste bin.

Procedure

The order of an organic waste bin can be placed by telephone or in writing by the owners.

More information

It's biowaste:

Kitchen garbage:  

Bread and cake leftovers, egg shells, filter bags, fish, meat and solid food leftovers, 
coffee grounds, fruit and vegetable leftovers, tea bags

Plant waste:  

Flowers, balcony plants, contents of flower pots, shrubbery and grass cuttings in small 
quantities

This is not biowaste:  

Ashes, vegetable nets and plastic bags (also biodegradable), cheese rinds, animal 
litter, vacuum cleaner bags, street sweepings, sausage skins, diapers, cigarette butts - 
all this belongs in the residual waste bin

Tip:

Drain moist organic waste well and wrap it in newspaper. This helps against freezing in 
winter and unpleasant odours in summer.

How long does it take to process

3 weeks

What are the costs?

No fees are charged. The collection of the organic waste garbage can is already included 
in the waste fee.
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