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Apply for permission to permanently transfer 
firearms or ammunition into, through or out of the 
Federal Republic of Germany
Do you want to permanently export weapons or ammunition from Germany to other 
countries, permanently import them into Germany or transport them through Germany? 
Then you need a permit.

Competent Department

Ordnungsamt | Referat 11 - Waffen- und Jagdangelegenheiten

Basic information

If you wish to permanently export weapons requiring a permit from Germany to a foreign 
country, permanently import them into Germany or transport them through Germany, you 
require a permit. The permit can be applied for by the recipient, the sender or a transporter 
(including a commercial forwarding agent). It is also possible for the recipient or shipper to 
carry out the transportation themselves. The transportation of weapons can also be carried 
out by a forwarding agent.

Bringing weapons and ammunition to Germany (import)

In order to be allowed to permanently import weapons into Germany, the recipient must 
have a verifiable permit to acquire and possess the weapons in question (weapons 
possession card - WBK). If you are making the application as a carrier, you also require a 
permit to acquire and possess (weapons possession card - WBK) these weapons. If you 
commission a forwarding agent to transport the weapons, they do not require a weapons 
possession card (WBK).

If you are importing the weapons from a member state of the European Union (EU), 
Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland, you will require an export permit from this 
state or you must provide credible assurance that you do not require an export permit. If 
you are importing the weapon from a country outside the European Union (EU) or not from 
Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland, you do not require an export license.

Transporting weapons and ammunition through Germany (transit)

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.129466.de


Seite 2 von 5

In order to be allowed to transport weapons to Germany through Germany, the transporter 
must have a verifiable permit to acquire and possess (weapons possession card - WBK) 
the weapons and ammunition in question. If you commission a forwarding agent to 
transport the weapons, they do not require a weapons possession card (WBK).

If you are transporting the weapons and ammunition from a member state of the European 
Union (EU), Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland to another member state of the 
European Union (EU), Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland, you will require an 
export and import permit from that state or you must provide credible assurance that you 
do not require an export and import permit.

If you are transporting the firearm from a country outside the European Union (EU) or not 
from Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland to another country outside the 
European Union (EU) or not to Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland, you do not 
require an export and import permit. However, you may require other permits, for example 
under the Foreign Trade and Payments Act (AWG).

If you are transporting the weapons and ammunition from a member state of the European 
Union (EU), Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland to a state outside the European 
Union (EU), Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland, you will require an export 
license from that state or you must provide credible assurance that you do not require an 
export license.

If you are transporting the firearm from a country outside the European Union (EU) or not 
from Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland to a member state of the European 
Union (EU) or to Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland, you require an import 
permit from that country.

Export from Germany

In order to export weapons permanently from Germany to a member state of the European 
Union (EU) or to Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland, you require an import 
permit from the state in question or you must provide credible assurance that you do not 
require an import permit. The transporter requires a permit to acquire and possess the 
weapons and ammunition in question (weapons possession card - WBK). However, a 
forwarding agent can also be commissioned with the transportation. This does not require 
a permit for the acquisition and possession (weapons possession card - WBK) for the 
weapons and ammunition in question.

Requirements

Import to Germany
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If you wish to permanently import weapons and ammunition into Germany, you must fulfill 
the following requirements:  

The recipient must have a weapons possession card (WBK) that authorizes him/her to 
acquire and possess these weapons.
If the recipient and transporter are not the same person, the transporter also needs a 
firearms possession card (WBK) authorizing him to acquire and possess these 
weapons, but not the commercial carrier
You need an export license (if required) (when importing from a member state of the 
European Union (EU), Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland)

Transit through Germany

If you wish to transport weapons and ammunition through Germany, you must fulfill the 
following requirements:  

The transporter must have a firearms possession card (WBK) authorizing him/her to 
acquire and possess these weapons and ammunition.
You need an export and/or import permit (if required) (for member states of the 
European Union (EU), Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland)

Export from Germany

If you wish to permanently export weapons and ammunition from Germany, you must fulfill 
the following requirements:  

The transporter must have a firearms possession card (WBK) authorizing him to 
acquire and possess these weapons. Shipper and transporter can be the same 
person.
You need an import permit (if required) (if exporting to a member state of the 
European Union (EU), Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway or Iceland).

What documents do I need?

Identity card or passport (copy)
Import to Germany  

Import from a member state of the European Union (EU), Switzerland, 
Liechtenstein or Iceland 

Weapons possession card (copy) of the recipient and/or the transporter
Consent of the state (if required) or proof that no consent is required

Import from a third country (other countries) 
Weapons possession card (copy) of the recipient and/or the transporter

Transit through Germany  
Transit through Germany from a member state of the European Union (EU), 
Switzerland, Liechtenstein or Iceland 

Weapons possession card (copy) of the transporter
Consent of the state (if required) or proof that no consent is required

Transit through Germany from a third country 
Weapons possession card (copy) of the transporter

Export from Germany  
Weapon ownership card (copy) of the transporter
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Consent of the state (if required) or proof that no consent is required

Procedure

You must apply for the permit from the relevant firearms authority. Submit the application 
together with the required documents.

Online application  

Use the online service. You will find the link under "Further information" - Online 
service".
The online service will guide you through the application step by step.
You can store the required documents directly in the online service.
If you want to use the full online functions of the service, you must log in with your 
Bund-ID user account.
If you do not yet have a user account, you can register on the registration page.
If you do not register with your Bund-ID, you will need to make an appointment in 
person at the firearms authority to have your personal details checked before your 
application can be processed.
Once the application has been checked, you will receive the firearms permit and the 
invoice by post.

Application in paper form  

You can request a print-out of the application form by e-mail at 
waffenundjagd@ordnungsamt.bremen.de or you can obtain a paper copy on site from 
the relevant office.
Fill in the application form.
Attach a copy of the required documents to the application.
Send everything by post or hand in the documents on site after making an 
appointment. The completed application should be handed in to the responsible office.
You will receive the decision by post.

Legal bases

Kostenverordnung für die innere Verwaltung (InKostV)
§ 29 Waffengesetz (WaffG)
§ 29 Allgemeine Waffengesetz-Verordnung (AWaffV)
zu §§ 29 ff. Allgemeine Verwaltungsvorschrift zum Waffengesetz (WaffVwV)

What deadlines must be paid attention to?

There is no deadline.

How long does it take to process

4 weeks bis 8 weeks

https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/kostenverordnung-fuer-die-innere-verwaltung-inkostv-vom-20-august-2002-222794?asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/waffg_2002/__29.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/awaffv/__29.html
https://www.verwaltungsvorschriften-im-internet.de/bsvwvbund_05032012_BMJKM5.htm
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What are the costs?

The fees may vary and depend on various factors. Further information on fees can be 
found in the Internal Administration Costs Ordinance. You will find the link under "Legal 
bases" - "Cost Ordinance for Internal Administration (InKostV)".
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