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Quality control of bathing waters in Bremen
During the bathing season, the water quality and temperature of Bremen's bathing waters 
are regularly surveyed and the measured values are made available for you.

Competent Department

Die Senatorin für Bau, Mobilität und Stadtentwicklung
Gesundheitsamt Bremen
Der Senator für Inneres und Sport
Die Senatorin für Umwelt, Klima und Wissenschaft

Basic information

In Bremen, there are 10 official bathing lakes and one bathing site on the Weser River. The 
Department of the Environment in the Senate Department for the Environment, Building 
and Transport examines their water quality in close cooperation with the Health 
Department during the bathing season from May to September . The temperature of the 
bathing waters is measured weekly. In addition, the waters are examined monthly for the 
presence of microbiological contamination, the presence of other organisms or waste. 
These contaminants can affect bathing water quality and pose a risk to bathers' health. 
The measured values, as well as information about possible health hazards and current 
water temperatures, are made available to citizens in a variety of ways. The current values  

are published on the Internet
are available via the telephone announcement service 0421 - 3615500
and are sent by e-mail to subscribers of the "Bathing Water E-mail Info Service" (see 
Online Service).

If the measured values indicate that a health hazard cannot be ruled out at a bathing site, 
the Senate Department for the Environment, Building and Transport, in coordination with 
the Bremen Health Department, puts up warning signs at the bathing sites. If necessary, a 
bathing ban will be issued.

Procedure

Legal bases

BremBadV - Verordnung über die Qualität und die Bewirtschaftung der bremischen 
Badegewässer-Bremische Badegewässerverordnung

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.338077.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.335870.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.335862.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.1971372.de
https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/verordnung-ueber-die-qualitaet-und-die-bewirtschaftung-der-bremischen-badegewaesser-bremische-badegewaesserverordnung-brembadv-vom-11-dezember-2007-65565
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More information

Health hazards in bathing waters can be caused, for example, by blue-green algae 
(cyanobacteria), intestinal bacteria (intestinal enterococci and Escherichia coli) or 
cercariae. In case of strong occurrences, the Senate Department for Climate Protection, 
Environment, Mobility, Urban Development and Housing, in coordination with the Health 
Department, puts up warning signs at the affected water bodies or, if necessary, closes 
them completely. In addition, the attached publications "Blue-green algae in Bremen 
bathing lakes" and "Bathing dermatitis caused by cercariae" provide comprehensive 
information about the respective occurrences and protection against hazards.

What deadlines must be paid attention to?

The quality of Bremen's bathing waters is surveyed at regular intervals from May to 
September (temperature weekly, other parameters monthly).
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