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Report harmful soil changes, contaminated sites 
or environmental complaints
If you have a harmful soil change, a contaminated site or an environmental complaint to 
report, contact the relevant soil protection authority.

Competent Department

Die Senatorin für Umwelt, Klima und Wissenschaft | Referat 24 Bodenschutz und 
Altlasten | N.N.
Die Senatorin für Umwelt, Klima und Wissenschaft | Referat 24 - Bodenschutz und 
Altlasten | Außenstelle Bremerhaven | N.N

Basic information

According to the Bremen Soil Protection Act § 3 (1), concrete indications or circumstances 
that suggest the suspicion of a harmful soil change or contaminated site (e.g. 
contamination discovered during construction work) must be reported to the competent 
authority without delay. This obligation applies to anyone who is named as an "obligated 
party" in the Federal Soil Protection Act. The Soil Protection and Contaminated Sites 
Department of the Senator for the Environment, Climate and Science or the Environmental 
Protection Office at Bremerhaven City Council are available to assist you with the 
notification.

Requirements

If there are concrete indications or circumstances that suggest the suspicion of a harmful 
soil change or contaminated site, this must be reported by the party required to report.

In particular, the following must be reported:  

polluter of a harmful soil change or contaminated site
Property owner
Owner of the actual power over a plot of land

In the case of construction measures, foundation soil soundings, excavations or similar 
interventions in the subsoil, the obligation to notify is also incumbent on the building owner.

If a company is commissioned to investigate the subsoil during construction work, the site 
manager, surveyor or the responsible contractor is obliged to inform the client of any 

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.327312.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.324331.de
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suspicion of a harmful soil change or contaminated site and to inform him of his obligation 
to notify the soil protection authority.

Procedure

The local jurisdiction of the responsible departments (see "Responsible department") must 
be strictly observed.

Legal bases

Bremisches Bodenschutzgesetz - § 3 Mitteilungspflichten

https://www.transparenz.bremen.de/metainformationen/bremisches-gesetz-zum-schutz-des-bodens-bremisches-bodenschutzgesetz-brembodschg-vom-27-august-2002-157828?asl=bremen203_tpgesetz.c.55340.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d#jlr-BodSchGBRrahmen
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