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Name: Sorting declaration on the order of first 
names
I would like to rearrange the order of my first names. My first name is in second place. I 
would like my first name to come first.

Competent Department

Standesamt Bremen-Nord
Standesamt Bremen-Mitte

Basic information

Persons who bear their name under German law and have several first names can change 
the order of their first names.

Foreign nationals whose name is governed by German law due to their place of residence 
or domicile or who have chosen German law for their name can also make this 
declaration. In these cases, we recommend that you enquire in advance at the consulate 
of your home country as to whether the change will be entered in your passport.

What documents do I need?

Current certified copy of the birth register/ birth certificate, if the register is not kept at 
the registry office where the declaration is made.
Current certified copy of the marriage register / marriage certificate, if the register is 
not kept at the registry office where the declaration is made
Identity card or passport

Procedure

The declaration must be made in person at the registry office or at a notary's office.

Legal bases

§ 45 Personenstandsgesetz (PStG)

More information

The declaration can be made at any registry office.

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.98965.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.335132.de
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/pstg/
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Declarations that are not made at the registry office of birth are sent by the certifying 
registry office to the registry office of birth. There, the declaration becomes effective and a 
birth certificate or a name change certificate is issued. If there is no German birth registry 
office and a marriage is registered in Germany, the registry office that keeps the marriage 
register takes the place of the birth registry office. If there is neither a register of births nor 
a register of marriages in Germany, the registry office of the place of residence is 
responsible.

Possible explanations:

permitted:  
- specify new order of first names

not permitted:  
- addition of first names  
- omission of first names  
- changes to first names connected by a hyphen  
- deletion of special characters  
- conversion of umlauts  
- other spelling changes

Children:  
- under 14 years declaration by legal representatives  
- from 14 to 17 years own declaration with consent of legal representatives (best to bring to 
notarization, otherwise the separately notarized declaration of consent is required)  
- from 18 years own declaration

How long does it take to process

The declaration is immediately recorded at the registry office and, as far as the birth 
register is located at the respective Bremen registry office, is immediately processed 
further.

What are the costs?

18,00 EUR Certification of the use of the name 
13,00 EUR Birth certificate, marriage certificate 
Certificate on the declaration of name, if this is issued for the first time at or after the 
notarisation - free of charge 
13,00 EUR Certificate of name change in case of later issuance 
7,00 EUR other certificates, if they are applied for and issued at the same time 
Cash and card payment is possible on site.
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